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officers who eventually accompanied him. These were
details which had to be worked out by the German and
Turkish military authorities. In this connection General
Liman says, and with truth:
The work of the members of the Mission was to be
strictly military. The wording of the contract shows this
clearly. The charge made on many sides, in writings and
newspapers, that it was also to have political activity is
wholly incorrect.289
At the end of November, when the contract was finally
ready and signed, General Liman was commanded to an
audience with Emperor William. The Kaiser said to him
in substance:
You must not care in the least whether the Young Turks
or the Old Turks are in power. You have only to do with
the army. Get politics out of the Turkish corps of officers.
Dabbling in politics is its greatest mistake. In Constan-
tinople you will meet Admiral Limpus who is at the head
of the English Naval Mission. Be on good 'terms with him.
He works for the navy and you for the army. Each of you
has his own separate field of work.270
On December 14, 1913, he finally arrived at the Turkish
capital and was received with martial music and an honor-
ary escort from the Constantinople Fire Department. But
already, a month before his arrival, he had become the object
of a diplomatic conflict which threatened to involve Russian
and German prestige, or even the Triple Entente and the
Triple Alliance.
On November 2, 1913, M. Giers, the Russian Ambas-
sador at Constantinople, telegraphed to St. Petersburg an-
nouncing the rumor of a coming German Military Mission.
According to the friendly explanations of his German col-
league, Baron Wangenheim, it was to be like the French
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